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What matter whether it is innate or acquired?
The essential thing is that it shows itself under the
influence of life itself. It makes the child laugh
and gives to mature age joy in effort.

" Perhaps the philosophy of Julian Sorel was
true," cries Stendhal, "but its nature was to make
us desire death." No, it is false, because we do
not cease to desire, and to be keenly interested
in, life.

No, it is false. To be convinced of this, we
need only look around us. All our efforts are
summed up in these few words: Make life longer
and happier. Faith in life, instinctive and pro-
found, does not cease to mock its time-honoured
foes.

XII. Let us observe the great, the greatest
of the human race, those who dream only of anni-
hilation, and we shall see that they love the less
substantial things at the disposal of life: worldly
success, living or posthumous renown. Monu-
ments of insensibility, they bleed through all the
pores of their "ego." In short, they love life.
In spite of themselves, they show it to others when
they are sincere. They are imbued with this
love, and do not hide it when, mere comedians-,
they labour only for the applause of the crowd.
Victims of their parts, they often resemble those